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louring me nearly three year© that Egypt and Britain were 
deadlocked over Sue*. Cairo strenuously opposed any hrat co- 
♦peration with the Went ou defease pleas for the Middle la»t 9 
4.asistiag that the dispute with Britain seat toe resolved first, 
Egypt's overt and covert opposition helped induce the rest of 
the Arab states to forego the benefits they eight have gained 
irem association with the Wes tern-sponsored Middle last Coseand 
xu 1W51 and the middle last Defease Organisation in mm and 
1353. 


*» early 1954 f Cairo, for the ease reason, worked feverishly 


to blocs Iraqi adherence to the Tsrkish-Pakistaai pact witn its 
northern tier"" concept envisaging Iraqi and possible Iranian 
adherence. #ithin two weeks after the Sue* accord, Egyptian 
minister of national guidance Salah Selin appeared in Iraq, where 
he largely supported Prise Minister hurl's proposals that Middle 
East defense should be based on a sod i tied version of the Arab 
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,e ague's Collective beeurity **act. the united States, brxtain 


and 


T «rk#y would fee invited to join, and tui* arrangeeent would 


preswasbly taka the place of the Anglo-iraqi treaty, watch ex- 


pire# la 


as well as ©1 tM newly created Turkish— Pakistani 


pact . 


gyptias priiaa mints ter nasr is »ot prepared to accept 




aese proposals without so*# sodif ieatioa. 8# hae publicly 


a 


naounced that Egypt would take n« part ia say defease pirn* in- 


volving the Western powers, asd that the Arabs would regard the 


presence of Western bases as eoloniallse in disguise. 1 


in lion 


with 


this attitude, Egypt*# feretgs affair# sinister told fuansssa* 


dor cattery os 2» Angus t that, for reasons of internal policy, 
finypt at present preferred to have wore econowie aid and no mili- 
tary help, it ia thus clear that Egypt is not ready to align 


itself fully with the west. 


i He 


other Arab states, each pursuing individual interests, 


reel impelled to iriv® t be Iraqi defense proposals appropriate 
lio-eerviee while at the see# tire hoping to secure sose western 
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ihe Iraqi propoeali» have the MrU of being indigenous in 


origin a ad of inviting Western counter-of fern. On the other Hand* 


these proposals implicitly suggest that the ’sort dor a tier" 
defease concept be dropped and that the Vest tie itself to a 
feeble Arab states pact aimed chiefly at the destruction of Israel, 
bespit© ssbiguous suggestions by Prise Minister Hurl that the new 
pact would prepare for peace with Israel is accordance with liW 
resolutions, there is no indication that any Arab state is prepar- 
ing for peace . Israel would he further antagonised and aroused 
were these proposals accepted as a basis for diddle hast defense. 


it thus appears that the cospies maneuvers over regional 


defense now occurring in the Arab world spring largely from a 


jockeying for position, as well an frost nn uncertainty on the 
part of Arab leaders as to bow each control they nave over their 
own peoples. these leaders are still unwilling and possibly un- 
able to co-operate forthrightly with the Vest and therefore a 
period of bickering and bargaiaisg appears ahead. Egypt clearly 
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iatesids to itself as t ewe leader of the Arab world 

aad to castiaae to provost Inq frost scMievliy **y prtforotttial 

with tho Waai, 
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